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p ' Stop climate change. |
your part.

Climate policy and pledges and the EU position
Summary of a study by Ecofys, commissioned by the Greens/EFA group

With the crucial UN climate negotiations (COP15) now underway in Copenhagen, it is clear
that the EU's claim to be the leader in international climate policy does not stand up to
analysis.

Much of the EU's emissions reductions to date have occurred due to coincidence (whether
statistical or economic), rather than being the result of deliberate climate policies. Meanwhile,
the EU's emissions reduction pledges (either the 20% or the possible 30% reduction by 2020
from 1990 levels) are not consistent with the EU goal of limiting the increase in global
temperatures to below 2°C and are certainly far from the EU's leadership claims. Key findings
of the Ecofys study include:

¢ Only around half the emissions reductions that have occurred in the EU to date have
been as a result of environmental policies (with no real impact through the emissions
trading scheme to date). The rest have been the result of the collapse of former soviet
industries and the economic recession.

¢ The EU's emissions trading scheme risks being an ineffective instrument of climate
policy unless the EU adopts more ambitious emissions reduction targets. With a 20%
reduction target, the ETS will not act to stimulate the shift to a greener economy.

¢ Most industrialised countries have to step up their emissions reduction effort to meet
their fair share of the responsibility to limit warming to below 2°C, based on the
recommendations of the IPCC (a collective reduction of 25-40% by 2020). The
Japanese pledge to reduce emissions 25% by 2020 from 1990 levels, however, is
more ambitious than even the upper pledge by the EU (30% by 2020). The pledges of
Australia and New Zealand could also be more ambitious than the EU 30% pledge,
depending on how the rules for the accounting of emissions from land use (LULUCF)
are defined. The EU is no longer a leader in this field and must step up to its 30%
reduction pledge without delay in order to keep up with those pledges on the table
and go far beyond to be consistent with the goal of limiting warming to below 2°C.
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Top 10

The Climate Action Tracker reveals major differences betwesn
the ambition levels of countries when it comes to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. In the lead are the Maldives and
Zosta Rica, which have proposed to become climate-neutral
by around 2020. At the high end of the scale are Norway,
Japan and Brazil. which are proposing to reduce their
emissions significantly. In the "medium” range are developing
countries such as India, Indonesia, Mexico and South Korea,
who propose to reduce the growth of their emissions by the
2020s. The EU is a special case. in that its unconditional
commitment is rated "inadequate”. However, if if's 30%
reduction target were to be adopted. the EU would mowve into
the "medium” range and very close to "sufficient”. China has
moved down a category, because it's recently announced
target falls short of the ambition level that we had expected
from the implementation of the current national policies.
Between the middle and the bottom of the scale is the United
States. whose recently proposed actions are "inadeguate”, i.e.

they do not fall within the range that is needed fo keep global
warming within lower limits. At the very bottom end of the scale
are countries that have yet to propose substantial action
beyond "business as usual®. Thess include Belarus, Russia
and Ukraine. Click on the countries to view individual results.

Ranking
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Medium
lceland

India
Indonesia
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New Zealand
South Korea
Switzerland

Inadequate
Argentina
Australia
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Canada
China
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Russian
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South Africa
Ukraime
United States
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EU27: only high pledge is in line with comparable
effort reduction |

Greenhouse gas emissions of EU27

™

Japan: only high pledge is in line with comp" able =
effort reductions. Rules LULUCF determine stringency

Greenhouse gas emissions of Japan
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